A New Periodioal Publication, intituled, 
Tre VEHICLE or PATRIOTIC KNOWLEDGE; 
CONTAINING 115 


Inquiries and Obſervations concerning the State of the 
Nation; with Schemes and Plans Vor alleviating the Diſ- 
treſſes of the Poor, reducing the Prices of. Proviſeons, 
fromoting Trade and Commerce, &c. e. 


[To be publiſhed occaſionally. ] 


The Path we purpoſe to-purſue, is deſcribed in the fol- 
Strait is the Road of Truth, and þlain; 


And, though acroſs the ſacred Way 
Ten Thouſand falſe Meanders firay, 


'Tis ours to walk direct; BE 
And, with ſage Caution, circumſpet, - 
Pace /lawly through the folemn Scene. Mas0N. 


To procure and exhibit Criterions, whereby to form an 
adequate Judgment on a Subject of ſuch Conſequence to 
the Well-being of the State, and the Quiet and Comfort of 
Individuals, are the Purpoſes we wiſh to accompliſh ; and, 
as very few Perſons, at any one Place, can be ſuppoſed to have 
ſufficient Materials as Evidences to execute our Pla ſo ſatiſ- 
factorily as we ardently deſire, thoſe Gentlemen who are 
poſſeſſed of any Meteorological Obſervations or Regiſters of 
the Weather, &c..or authentic Prices of the various Grains; 
Hay, Straw, and Hops ; Beef, Mutton, and Pork ; Butter, 
and Cheeſe; Fruit, and Honey; or any other Articles of Ani- 
mal Subſiſtence, from any Part of the Kingdom, are ſolli- 
cited generouſly: to communicate them (or any other requi-. 
ſite Aſſiſtance) io the Public, by the News-papers, or any. 


other Publications, 


1 
In the Preſs, ani ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 


NI. Or PATRIOTIC KNOWLEDGE. 
: — CONSISTING OF 
' EASY and PRACTICABLE MEANS 


T O 


Relieve the Afliftions of the Poor, leſſen the Prices of Pre- 
viſions, and make Trade and Commerce flouriſh. 


e Theſe MEANS are fo ſimple, and fo much 
every Perſon's Power to aid, and aſſiſt in, and promote, that 
the Scheme, if put in Execution with becoming Spirit (it is 
humbly hoped) will be judged the moſt ſpeedy and ectual 
Method yet propoſcd, for alleviating the Diſtreſſes of the 
Poor ; which (it is apprehended, from the preſent ſhort Quan- 
tity of Cattle, and the Scarcity of the Food to fatten them) 
will be very ſevere, for ſome Time to come, 9575 prudent 
and benevolent Means are purſued for their Relief. Beſides 
other Ways and Means for putting in Execution a Grand 
Scheme formed for reducing the Prices of Proviſions, and 
promoting Trade and Commerce, it is humbiy propoſed, 
* That a Number of reſpectable GENTLEMEN do enter int: 
*aCHARITABLE ASSOCTATION, to raiſe a FUND, 
« For ne the Poor who may be employed in Improving 
% Waſte Land, and other Purpoſes which their great Wiſdom 
te ſhall deviſe and direct And, from the well-known 
Generoſity of the Briti/h Nation, after ſuch a Beginning, 
there is little Doubt, but a ſufficient Support to improve a 
Raw Material (as Waſte Land may be denominated) will 
de generouſly given (being an Undertaking honorable, pro- 
fitable, and of the utmoſt National Importance, without 
iujuring Any, bur benefiting All) and that its Progreſs will 
be as rapid as that Humane and Charitable Inſtitution for W co 
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eſtabliſhing SUN DAY SCHOOLS, which was ſet on foot 
by the public-ſpirited Mr. RAI K Es, Printer in Glouceſter, 


about Twelve Months ago; which has increaſed ſo much 


throughout the Kingdom, that, it is ſuppoſed, upwards of 


* Two-hundred-thouſand Scholars are now furniſhed with 


proper Books, and Maſters to inſtruct them. 
Want of Emploment is the Great Complaint ; and may 
the GRacious ALMIGHTY infuſe Wiſdom and 
Bencvolence into the Hearts of my Countrymen, to a/z/t in 
promoting a Reformation of Manners, removing the preſent 
heavy Mictions of their Fellow-Creators, G. — 48s 2 
a Means to furniſh Employment, Agriculture ſeems the moſt. - 
important and the moſt ſuitable. The ingenious well-wiſher 
to the Honor and Intereſt of his Country, the late Mr. DYER, 
in his excellent Poem THE FLEECE, joins with moſt 
Foreigners, who viſit us, in the Cenſure of our Neglect of 
Cultivating the numerous Commons and other Waſtes ; which 
have been computed at 6,329,900 Acres, in England and 
Walcs. See Phil. Tranſ. vol. 49, p. 276. Political Survey, 
vol. II, p: 270, Gent, Mag. for 1765, p. 85. a 


beſides, in (Commons or) common Fields 
Promiſcous held, all Culture languiſbes ; - 
The Glebe, exhauſted, thin Supply receives : 
Dull Waters reſt upon the Ruſby Flats 
And barren Furrows : None the riſing Grove 
There plants for late Poſterity, nor Hedge 
To ſhield the Flock, nor Cepſe for cheering Fire: 
And, in the diſtant Village, ev'ry Hearth 
| Deveurs the graſſy Swerd, or verdant Food 
Of injur'd Herds and Flocks, or what the Plow 
Should turn and moulder for the bearded Grain: 
Pernicious Habit, drawing on * 
Increaſing Beggary ® and Nature's Frowns. 
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To ſhew the Neceſſity of a better Poliey and Oeconomy 
we ſhould have been glad to have exhibited, how far the 
long Succeſſion of unfavourable Seaſons had affected the 
Wealth of the Nation; but, having not authoritative Ae- 
counts of the whole Imports of Proviſions, ſhall only give 


A2 Four 


1774. England. Quarters. 
Wheat and Flour 260, 235 
Rye 41,427 


64) 


Four Tears Im portations of Grain; when the Numbers of 
Qvarters were as follows; viz. 


1774. Scotland. Quarters, 
Wheat and Flour 


19,914 
Barley and Bear 16, 360 
Oats and Oatmeal 86, 591 
Beans 2,505 
Peaſe 2,705 
Buck Wheat — 4 
1775. Scotland.. 
W heat and Flour 16, 34) 
Barley and Malt 13, 119 
Oats and Meal 101,115 
Beans 1,65 
Peaſe —— 1,6 50 
1777. Scotland. 
W heat and Flour 254 
Oats and Meal 201 
1783. Scotland. 
Wheat and Flour 49,022 
Nye 6,706 
Barley and Meal «57,042 
Oats and Meal 62,711 
Peaſe and Beans 13,093 


Barley and Malt 155,148 
Oats and Oatmeal 312,908 | 
Beans 16,401 
Peaſe — 2,780 
Indian Corn — 5,945 

1775. England. 

W heat and Flour 544,041 

Rye | 33-574 

Barley and Malt 126, 332 
Oats and Meal 283,827 
Beans + —— 29,802 
Peaſe 11,275 

Indian Corn — 9,638 

1777. England. 

Wheat and Flour 233,009 
Rye 18,454 
Barley and Malt 7.981 
Oats and Oatmeal 366, 155 

Peags 35.127 

| Peaſe 28,702 
Buck Wheat — 10 

1783. England. 

Wheat and Flour 501,161 
Rye and Rye Flour 74. 589 
Barley 87,884 
Oats and Meal 166,321 

Beans 17 535 

Peaſe ——— 1,087 

Indian Corn — 2 


" Walter Raleigh ſays, 2, 200, ooo l. were paid for Im- | 
' .portation of Grain in a Scarcity of Six Years Continuance, 


and 


— 


ö 
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ind Mr. Maitland gives the Prices of Wheat and Rye in 
Four of thoſe Years ; viz. 1594, Wheat 3/. 4s. Rye 21. 
1595, Wheat 31. 13s. 4d. and 1796, Wheat 4/. but no 
Price for Rye: And in 1597, Wheat 51. 45. Rye 31. 125. 
and Oatmeal the ſame. | 
| Dr. Campbell ſays, ** — for Nineteen Years, that is, from 
«A.D. 1746 to 1765, there was annually gained to this 
„Nation, that is, exported and ſaved on the Home Con- 
" ſumption, after deduCting the Bounty and the Bounty 
Corn imported within that Period, 947, 954“. 94. 7 d. 


The Chapter- Houſe Aſſociation, in 1772, was generouſly 
ind nobly ſupported ; and, if the liberal Subſcriptions and 
denefactions had been applied to increaſe the Quantity of 
Proviſions, their Scheme muſt have had the deſired Effect; 
The Experiments made, in a great meaſure, undeceived 
them, and fruſtrated their PATR1oT1c Deſigns, being 
" obliged to trace this Evil to a Higher Source; which the 
„ utmoſt Efforts of THEIR Benevolence could not reach.” 

The preſent Propoſals are, with all due Deference, of- 
red for public Conſideration, and, if approved of, all re- 
quifite Aſſiſtance, for exciting a flrenuaus Endeavour in all 
Perſons to promote the Cultivation of Watte Lands, &c. &c. 


The following Charitable Hints are taken from the Cen- 
leman's Magazine, for March 1 772 (page 129). A Year 
in which the Excitement to thoſe amiable Virtues the feel- 
lug and ſenſible Heart of the Writer ſhewed the then great 

eceſſiiy for, and (conſidering the Similarity of the Sea- 


Ions, Oc) makes any further Apology needleſs for repub- 
ning them on the preſent Occaſion. 


* Mr. URBAN, 


* GooDNEss and BENEVOLENGE are the greateſt Orna- 
ments of Human Nature, and the Practice of them is of 
the preateſt Im portance to the Happineſs of Mankind. But 
here are many Perſons, poſſeſſed of theſe excellent Diſpo- 
lions, who are without the Ability of cxerting them an- 
erable to their Deſires, and to the Diſtreſſes which they 

ee 


(e. 
ſee around them. They behold with Cencern the Miſeries 
of the Orphan, the Aged, and the Infirm; and the Miſ. 
fortunes which often betall the Sober and the Induſtrions, 
whom their ſcanty Circumſtances will not enable them to 
relieve: and, becauſe they cannot do all the Good they 
would, they are apt to neglect the doing what Good they 
can. It is to theſe Perſons that the Writer of This addreſ. 
ſes himſelf; and begs leave to ſuggeſt to them ſome Hint, 
by which they may lay out the Little they have to beſtow 
in Charity, ſo as to promote {ome real Good. 

And, firſt, I cannot bat obſerve, with Concern, the great 

Numbers of poor Boys who are continually ſpending their 
Tims in the Streets, open Places, and Fields, in Idlench 
and Play. Theſe, as they grow up, ſupply the Town with 
Thieves, Pick pokets, and Houſe-breakers ; for they never 

can be brought up to love Wark; and, thercfore, it is df 

"the utmoſt Importance that the Children of the Poor ſhould 
be brought up to a Habit Induſtry; and every Metal 
that can be found cut to employ them muft be of great Al: 

vantage both to themſelves and to the Public, If the 
poor People live by the Side of a Common, or the like, the 

giving them @ Cock and Two or Three Hens, or Turkies, — 

or, if they are near a Pond, or little Stream of Water, the 

giving them ſome Ducks or Geeſe (where the foxes and the 

Farmers will ſuffer the poor Perſons to keep them)—is 1 

good Charity.—The giving young'Cherry-trees and Appl. 
trees, of the beſt Sorts, to thoſe who have a Piece of Ground 
- adjoining to their Houſes or Cottages in the Country, wouid 
alſo be of real Uſe, not only to the poor People themſelves, 

as ſoon as they come to bear, but alſo to the Public. Thi 

Sorts I ſhould recommend are, the Duke and Black Cherrti 

the Large Codlin, and the Golden Ruſſet and Nonfareil App! 

trees. — A Swarm of Bees might alto in ſome Places, whe!t 
there is Plenty of Flowers of Furze, of the Lime-tree, &. 
In the Suburbs of a Town, I have known à Pig, given t 
a poor Family in the Spring, prove of great Advantrge. 
For thoſe who are jn extreme Poverty, or who are ſich 
or infirm, I would adviſe every good Houſekeeper, inſtee 
| 0 
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o throwing away the Ligusr in which freſh Meat is boiled, 
to thicken it with Bread, Potatoes, &c. and add a little Salt 
and Pot herbs to it, which will make good Broth z and, if 
they would be ſo charitable as to add ſome Dry-/þlit- peaſe 
tit, and boil it ſome time, it will make exeellent good 
pegſe· ſouß, and be a great Relief to poor Families in the Neigh- 
bourhood where they live.—The wholeſome. and nouriſh- 
ing Qualities of Pea/z-/oup make me ſtrongly recommend 
the giving, to thoſe Perſons who have a little Garden, 
une White garden peaſe; not, for Luxury, to eat the. Fruit 
when they are young and green, but to gather them when 
uly ripe, and dry and keep them for Uſe in the Winter- 
ime.—[ French or Kidney Beans (which will grow where- 
der due Quantities of Earth, Water, and Warmth can be 
procured to ſet them, and almoft any Air, in Pots placed in 
Rooms, Sc.) to great National Benefit.) 


urge the planting a great Numbet of them. "Theſe are 
ery hearty and nouriſhing, as many Thouſands of the Poor 
Aperience in Ireland, who live almoſt entirely upon them 
lor Eight Months is the Year, and, though Por atoes fre by 
one reputed of too cold and moiſt a Nature, yet the People 
1 that rainy Climate are ſtrong and healthy. They may 
de dreſſed ſeveral Ways, but fryed in Hog-lard or Drippiog, 
aked, boiled, maſhed, and mixed with-ſkimmed Milk, is 
he beſt for Children. Moreover, a Third or a Fourth Part 
it Flour added to Potatoes, beat and well mixed together, 
vill make good Puddings, and tolerable good Bread. Their 
wduce is very great z for a Quarter of an Acre will ſome- 


ines produce near 80 Buſhels : Beſides, Hogs and gmoſt+ . 


nds of Cattle may be brought to eat them; and, there- 
* they ought to be cultivated by the Poor more than 
are.. | ANI EM IB. 

[ ſhould farther adviſe thoſe charitable Perſons, A | 
Wy any of the Things above-mentioned, to- buy them 
lemſelves; and to call ſometimes upon the Poor, and ſee 
ith their own Eyes that they make a proper Uſe of what- 
* is given themm 54.4 Je” ; 


| fit. I would alſo 
diiſe the Giving the fame Perſons ſome Potato, and en- 


Ag ] ᷣſil — 


* 
© when ! throughout Great Britain, all be rait 
| Houſes of Laber, Seats of kind Conſtraint, 

For thoſe, who now delight in_fruitleſs Sports, 
More than in cheerful Works of virtuous Trade, 
Which honeſt Wealth would yield, and Portion due 
Of Public Welfare? Ho, ye Poor, who ſeek, 
Among the Dwellings of the Diligent, 

For Suſtenunce un-earn'd ; who firoll abroad 
From Houſe to Houſe, with miſchievous Intent, 
Feigning Misfortunes: Ho, ye Lame, ye Blind; 
Ye languid Limbs, with real Want ofpreſs'd, 

Who tread the rough Highways, and Mountains wild, 
Through Storms, and Rain, and Bitterneſs of Heart; 
Ye Children of Affliftion, be compelld 

Jo Happineſs : The long-wiſb'd Day-light dawns, 
When charitable Rigor ſpall detain 
Your fleþ-bruis'd Feet. Ev'n now the Sons of Trade, 
Where cer their cultivated Hamlets fmile, 

Erett the Manfron : Here ſaft Fleeces ſhine ; 

The Card awaits you, and the Comb, and Wheel : 
Here ſbroud you from the Thunder of the Storm ; 
No Rain ſhall wet your Pillow : Here abounds 
Pure Bev rage; here your Viands are prepar d; 
To heal each Sickneſs the Phyſician waits, 

And Prieſt entreats to give your MAKER Praiſe. 


The ſublime Pleaſure excited by promoting ſuch hearen- 
born Intentions (which has amply rewarded the Writer 1 
this during a long-ſtudied and diligent Application to the 
Subject of BENEFICIAL CHARITY) is deſcribed on viewiq 
2 of Induſtry, by the pious Mr. Dr RR, as follows: 

— ——— To [ee them all employ d, 
Al blith, it gives the ſpreading Heart Delight 
As neither Meat, nor Driuk, nor ought of Joy 
Corporeal, can beſtow. Nor leſs they gain 
| Virtue than Wealth, while, on their uſeful Wark! 
From Day to Day intent, in their full Minds 
Evil no Place can find. — The younger Hands 
Ply at the eaſy Work of winding Yarn 
On wiftly-eircling Engines, and their Notes 
Warble together, as a Choir of Larks : 
Such Jay ariſes in the Minds employ d. FLEE 


